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Just one word:
Manufacturing

In the 1967 movie “The Graduate,” Mr. McGuire
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gave new college grad Benjamin Braddock “just one
word” of advice:

Plastics.

In a similar scene last week Bill Gates gave UW-
Madison students his advice on the right future to pur- -
sue:

Software. g

We have no reason to doubt Gates, perhaps the
central figure in the computer revolution of the past 30 |
years, But before Wisconsin sends all its children to {
~ computer science school, we'd like to offer just one
more word: ' ‘ ‘ |

Manufacturing. '

The day before Gates, the chairman and co-
founder of Microsoft Corp., spoke at UW-Madison, a
study showed that Wisconsin’s manufacturing indus-
tries, so vital to the state’s economy, desperately need
the help of the best and brightest from the next '

, generation. ,
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That means when Wisconsin manufacturers try to
compete in the global marketplace, they are at a disad-
‘vantage. It also means that when manufacturers want
to locate their jobs where they can get.the most pro-
duction per employee, they’ll bypass Wisconsin.

The study’s results do not mean that Wisconsin
employees are slackers. Rather, the best explanation is
that Wisconsin is home to lots of smaller, older manu-

- facturing companies that haven’t kept up with the lat-
est productivity-improving technologies.

In short, Wisconsin manufacturers could use
some new ideas and new energy. :
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“This is a field where we need new thinkers,”

- Wisconsin’s next generation should understand
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